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Semiotic Interpretation of the Space
Big Mart' as a Text

Kim, Young-Soon & Baik, Seung—Kuk

The purpose of this study is to analyse the semiotic relation between
human action and the urban space, focusing on the semiotic features in
the big mart, traditional mart, and department store. These features are
[thorizontal], [+openness], [tclass], [tdifferentiation], [+consumption],
[ttradition], [+autonomous], and [+compromise]. And these semiotic
features were classified 4 areas(visual shape, ideological, event, and
communicative area).

The space of big mart has a semiotic position between the Korean
traditional mart and the department store. This space is not a mere setting
of human action, but is a place which is full of symbol and meaning
And the signifying model of the big mart compose of three areas, for
instance, the truth area, the narrative area, and the discursive area. The
big mart has following semiotic features: 1) [thorizontal] and
[+openness] in text-strategic area, 2) [+class] and [+differentiation] in
text-received area, 3) [+consumption] and [tradition] in text-interpretative

area, 4) [+autonomous] and [+compromise] in text-communicative area.
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